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critoris: bi-weekly art critics newsletter, 


every other friday. 


Isabella Mendoza 
Rawnak Rahman 

Yev Atmore 

Cannon Koen 

Aden Hardin 

Chuyao Zheng # 
Caroline Bischoff 

Hoal 

Sadie Withers 

Arrushi Chakrabarty ®& 
Minjee Hong 

Layla Stanley 

Sevgican Safindazim Sakar aka naz 
Defne Ayaz (ramize) p= 
Isabella Melendez Ae 
Luciana Rodriguez 
Paolo Pomarico 

Sydney Greene 
Prince Palace 

Blake Stevens 

Chika Kim 

Danny Capello x 
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Izabela Mendoza 
Ravnak Rahman 
Yev Atmore 

Kenin Kolin 

Eydin Hardin 
Cuyao Zeng 
Kerolayn Bisof 
Hoavi 

Seydi Vidirs 
Arusi Cakrabarti 
Minci Hong 

Leyla Sitenli 
uhhhhh naz 

Defne Ayaz (ramize) 
Izabela Melendez 
Lusiana Rodrigez 
Paolo Pomariko 
Sidni Grini 
Prins: Felts 
Bleyk Stivins 
Cika Kim 

\ Deni Kapello 


Soe cede ee. Cee 


As snes choetl puocerce 
ei de mare bp 


_ editors note 


coloring page 


Safinaz journals <3 
lately defne been listening 
good for nothing by aura kutlu 
The Sexual Politics of War: Reading the Kurdish Con- 
flict Through Images of Women 
by Hilal Alkan 


[cr*t. club] 


acknowledgements & credits & thx 


Weaver come to 
Cae ASL coco 
WMS AE 


o% Pot Pete Ped 


Foe fot fet Fed 


Salam y hola clits & friends, 


It is 10.30PM on March 14 on this digital 
imaging center, Safinazim reporting. I have 
yellow glitter glue next to the keyboard. 
Tonight we will be printing with Ramize, 
inshallah. And I sit before you. Ramize is 
working on the zine next to me. 


Latest News reported by a freebleeding dyke 
who is too stunned to speak but cannot 
afford not to: 


@ The SVA Faculty is unionizing. 

Did you know instructors do not have paid 
summer leave? They are jobless for 4 months 
every year. 


ff) The New York Times, ABC News, CNN, New 
York Posts and many more has portrayed the 
hate crime against the 16 year old non- 
binary high school student as a suicide. 
What you and i are witnessing is the 
genocidal tools of late capitalism. 

Par exemple, eugenics. 


S oe 
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The Board of Directors of the 
School of Visual Arts 
is pleased to announce the appointment of 
David John Rhodes 
as the second president of the college 
August 25, 1978 


S99 98 498 498 OOF 


Some questions for me and for you: 


How r u? 
What does a painting look like, painted 
by pigments whose taxes support multiple 


genocides across the globe? 


David Rhodes completes his 45th Year as 
President of -SVA. How much does he make? 


Who is an Arab? 
What is art? Oh baby, don’t hurt me. 
Do you use food delivery services? 
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i got my hands on glitter glue 
: for the very first time 
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be accountability 


“His revolving door approach to Justice emboldens 
criminals and SS anget= the people of our ir city. 


IS C cle of dependency and demand 


MORE BLACK 
MENGAR EAN seem 
THAN WERE 
ENSLAVED IN 
1850. 
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Gon = 10ink an instructor. should tell me that I shouldn't. visit home for 
break because I will be “arrested and raped" 


Interesting Title hmmm; no? 


The Victim as Criminal and Artist 
Book by H. Bruce Franklin 


The Faggot & Their Friends 
Between Revolutions 


Larry Mitchell 


Illustrated by Ned Asta 
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Merete aad 
Born Under A Rhyming Planet 
[this one is hard to describe just listen] 
TE Oe ed ea 


T cep 
Lucrecia Dalt 
[attmosfer ] 
[through a wet jungle] 


Coe Fedde ee Poros 
Klara Kristin 
[this song reminds me of french cigarettes] 


Reere Col ly! 
Kit Sebastian 
[Kipirti li yatistirmatt] 
[uppies and downies] 


a Petetz 
=m Melanie Charles 
| [i like the reverse effect this song gives, 
going back in time yet stuck in future?] 


De cet: 
Computerwife 
[me and saer"r started dancing 


Wee FLIet tee oO pS ns oesrer. 
The Mauskovic Dance Band 
[this one 1s kinda Like lovecats by the cure 
but you're in your backyard smoking weed on 
the plastic. pool. ] 


You -.eec? To oF 3 
Ronald Langestraat 
[tender, a bittersweet goodbye. ] 


Ly iL Vem Hoce Tot Soce 
Cities Aviv 
[very sparkly sound but very sad love it] 


aura kutlu 


good for nothing 


the new kind of lover 


with 
| of what I had oj 
& ven to You 


to somebody 
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reedom fighter, 
@ These three 


Shonourable terrorist. : 
Images, Employed jn contrast to €ach other dif | 
j by different Publics, however, have one thing 
' S€xualised. Thus, 


ethical @ 
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The first image of Kurdish woman is_~ much 
loved by the Western media and has flared the 
imagination of journalists and writers. on 
the: left: forthe Sast’ five years. It “is. the 
image of the female Kurdish combatant. This 
has turned into a huge phenomenon after the 
Rojava resistance against ISIS in Syria. It 
became such a phenomenon that, in 2014 H&M 
included guerrilla overalls in its collection, 
with explicit reference to Kurdish combatants 
in Syria. Those young women with their loaded 
rifles, long braids and ever smiling faces have 
appeared in hundreds of news items and made 
charming book covers. Google Rojava and this 
is what you see. Or better type Kurdish women 
and this is what you end up with. .-They are 
seen as the revolutionaries, liberated and 
liberating, promising a freedom not only for a 
people but also to women in general: 


In their analysis of 108 news stories that 
came out in 2014 and 2015 iffFrench and 


British press, Mari Toivanen and Bahar Baser 


identify the frames that were used to narrate 
the stories of Kurdish female combatants 
fighting against ISIS in Syria. While in the 
French media, these combatants were often 
portrayed as struggling for freedom and 
equality, in the British media the emphasis 
is on their personal experiences of loss and 
violence, which then allegedly led them to 
fight. Yet, in both cases, physical appearance 
of the combatants and their so-called feminine 
practices (like plucking eye brows or braiding 
theif Nair) are. wneer  Sooritent.. In these 
gendered mediations, YPJ combatants’ femininity 
is used to juxtapose them to ISIS militants’ 
overemphasized masculinity. At the same time, 
they appear exceptional and exotic5 and out 
of context, because their historical ties to a 
larger Kurdish women’s movement as well as to 
armed struggle is ignored. However, dissimilar 
to the. thinness -of these representations, 
history is ever-present for those who actually 
do the fighting. This is where we come across 
to Ayten Bagok again. Tellingly, a PKK women’s 
combat unit on the Syrian border of Turkey is 
named after her. 


In Turkey, the widespread image of Kurdish women 
does not correspond to the image of joyful 
freedom fighters. Instead, in Turkey, Kurdish 
women have most often been associated with 
high birth levels, polygamy, early marriages 
and honour killings6. Each of these elements 
finds correspondence in the mundane and public 
repertoire of new racism. High birth rates per 
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women create moral outrage in the context of 
Kurdish migration to cities, often accompanied 
by derogatory remarks. Early marriages are 
presented with sensational images of little 
girls in wedding gowns and rather served as 
a ‘Kurdish problem’. Honour killings are often 
baptised as customary killings, referring to 
timeless ‘Kurdish traditions’8. Gendered racism 
operates at every level in the society from news 
stories9 to public awareness campaignsl0. The 
common denominator of all these representations 
is the emphasis on women’s sexuality. Kurdish 
women in this line of signification appear as 
a mere reproductive facility, used and abused 
by men, without an agency of their own, in 
line with conceptions of women in other (post) 
colonial settings1l1. She is the woman to be 
Saved. Yet, here, the sexuality of these women 
lies on the legitimate side; They may be 
victims, they may be pitiable, but certainly 
they are “honourable”. 


On the other hand, the other widely circulating 
image of Kurdish women is the exact opposite. 
This is the image of the “dishonourable” female 
terrorist: Childless but sexually active. What 
these women do in the mountains creates great 
Suspicion. What could they do anyway? What use 
a woman can have in a war zone, other than 
sexually serving their male comrades? Hatice 
Coban Kenes quotes from one of her research 
participants who took part in her study of 
the construction of new-racism through media 
discourse in Turkey. While they are talking 
about Kurdish girls, her male respondent 
addresses Coban Kenes and asks her: 


‘You are also a mother. Would you serve your 
daughter to these people? What would a man on 
the mountains do to her? Would he marry her 
and tell her to stay at home with him? Excuse 
me, but, after she spent so many years on the 
laps of other men?’ 


Thiss image of the female terrorist who. is 
involved in illicit sex is such a. = powerful 
propaganda tool that Turkish newspapers can not 
have enough of the news items like ‘30 thousand 
dollars worth of condoms were transferred to 
the mountains!’ (Milliyet 2013) or ‘Condoms 
and contraceptives found in the PKK cave!’ 
(Sabah 2012) The story resurrects every once 
in a while since the 1990s, always peppered 
with words like “disgusting”, 
“immoral”, and “USTy Now 
remember Ayten Bagok’s violated 
body, the proof it was supposed 
to serve and the counter-proof 
it surprisingly provided. 


Photos by 
Seer e Wetter 


Thanks to everybody for showing 
iO fOr Crit CTUG, ints 1tast crit 
club before spring break was truly 
inspirational and fun! Enjoy 
some of these photos and some 
inspired spreads fromcrit club!! 
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{{typefaces used 


Cire era at by Xiayuan Gao,  no- 
tyourtypefoundry 


notyourtype.nl 


RASYKKBOK by Isabella Motz 

both downloaded from velvetyne.fr, 
amazing website for open-source fonts. 
amazing collective in general. 


+ Andale Mono}} 


you’re probably reading this zine 
from unceded lands, specifically the 
Lenapenoking or. the Land. of the 


Lenape. The main Lenape meeting place, 
the, Kintecoying or .“Crossreads: of 
Three Nations” was located near Astor 
Plage, Just bDLOCKS. away from. SVA’s 
present campus, before their forced 
migrations which began in 1626. 


The Lenape are a diasporic people 
(which includes five federally 
recognized tribes -The Delaware 


Nation, The Delaware Tribe of Indians, 
Stockbridge-Munsee Community, Munsee- 
Delaware Nation, and Moravian of the 
Thames First Nation; and the five state 
recognized Delaware Bay tribes in New 
Jersey and Delaware) that continues 
tO 7 Lpyve. Here. in. close (connection 
WILE Chel’ land. This 3s 18-4 Living 
acknowledgement that recognizes that 
New York City has one of the largest 
urban Native American and Indigenous 
populations in the United States 


this acknowledgment’ is partially 
informed by the SVA library’s 
acknowledgement, and I do not rlly 
trust this zionist capitalist cop- 
loving school. I will be in contact 
with the Indigenous club soon. 


it. 18 also informed by- LaGuardia’s 
acknowledgement. I appreciate their 
approach. 
https://guides.laguardia.edu/first_ 
nations 
i recommend checking out 
native-Land.ca <3 
Ser Se erm. 
\\ 
This week, 
I would like to thank all of you for 
showing up to the crit club. 


I would like to thank all the women 
that came before me, and i welcome 
all women that will come after me. 
I would like to show my love for 
everyone that cherishes the women 
inside of them. I would like to 
thank mothers, free spirits and 


souls with no gender attached. 
1 Love all of. you. 
keep on being you. 


mWe're looking for covergirls!< 
vyvycirldicks and boyclits are welcomedyvy 


Ofond<33!!1!! <3 s00n9 
vwvvsubmit to our zine aswell! !Vvv 


critoriszine@gmail.com 


no hierarchies for us pls. 


ah 


ree 


os 
ae 


Eien 
Sis 8 


